ARTICLES PUBLISHED ABOUT THE CLUB

During our first year we had a number of articles about the club published in the local press. Here are
some, in date sequence:

The Town Crier - October, 2014

Start your own activities at new club for midtown retirees

SHAWN STAR

Retirernant Living

If you're in midtown,
retired and locking for
things to do, John Agnew
might have an answer for
you,

The retired manage
ment consultant is starting
up a Probus club, meant
as a sort of social club
for retired professionals.
Agnew says he wanted
to start a group for mid-
town-area people after he
was looking to join one
himself, only to discover
there were none in central
Toronto.

In July, he contacted
a Probus organizer and
found out the organiza-
tion was, in fact, looking
to start one in midtown

wember 17, 2014 - FOREST HILL

as well. Soon after, Agnew
and seven others had Holy
Rosary Parish Hall at 320
St. Clair Ave. West booked
for Nov. 12, the new club’s
first meeting date.

“1 really think there is a
need for this,” he said.

A typical Probus meet-
ing starts with a half hour
devoted to club business,
followed by a half hour
coffee break, and finishing
H"i“'l an h('l-LlT-lﬂl'lg !ddft.‘i!&
by a guest speaker.

But there’s more to a
Probus club than month-
by meetings, Agnew says,
It's also about finding peo-
ple with like interests, and
starting your own activities
from there. Different clubs
have been known to have
groups interested in play-
ing cards, while others take

GET IN ON THE ACTION: John Agnew, left, teHa Elaine Morgan, centr

about the Probus club he is starting in centrel Toronto.

trips to destinations such  cle for communication and
as Stratford, a local theatre  its a good sccial activity
or a brewery. oo

“Its all really member Agnew likens a Probus
driven,” he said. *It's a vehi-  ¢club to the workplace —

The Town Crier - November, 2014 - Front Page
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medl chabs coffe aned fellowrshin break at its first rieatisg Nev. 12 at the Haly

Probus Toronto

but without the work.
“Onee a month you get
to meet a whole bunch
of people and renew that
social activity
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A0 many

people miss when they
retire” he said.

“You would have your
circle of acquaintances
and friends at work, and
here you have a circle of
acquaintances and friends
that get together once a
month.”

Given the success of
other clubs in Toronto,
including three in Etobi
coke with a total of 626
members and four in Scar-
borough with 547 mem-
bers, Agnew says he thinks
the success of his start up
will be “a done deal.”

Come the first meet-
ing, he’s expecting a decent
turnout.

“Happiness is 30-50
he said. “But I would not be
surprised to see 100 folks
show up.”



The Town Crier - November, 2014 - Inside Page

Midtown gettlng a Probus club chapter

SHAWN STAR
hiaws

Its officlal: the Probus
Club of Toronto has been
formed.

The social meetup club
for retired professional

business persons adogted
ild fdivie and & manage-

ment team at its inaugural
meeting on Nov, 12, About

Probus Toronto

50 turned out for the event
at Holy Rosary Parish Hall
om 5t Clair Avenue West.

John Agnew, who kick-
darted efforts to launch
the midtown-centred club,
was chected president, while
Joseph Henein becomes
vice president, Bev Mahler
B LAITRATY and I.’.l"ﬂﬂ-l HF-
rEira is Lréssurer,

The group also selected

its cormmittee chairs, with
[an Forstner in charge of
membership, Robert Hor-
wild running programs,
Nuala MacDonald heading
the social aspect and Caryl
Hamilton handling the
newsletier.

The groups next meet-
Mg 8% LAEE, 10 Moty Rioss-

ry Parish Hall at 356 5t
Clair Ave, Wesgl
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Snapd North Toronto - December, 2014

INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE
PROBUS CLUB OF TORONTO

i

Prifais DiEfric] Cireclor Richand and Jofin

Last manth s&w fhe formation and insugurs
meeting of The Probus Clubh OFf Toronto, Probus
Is Faditessional BUSiness men and somen who
have relired from their jobs or busiress and
want i mainiain a8 social retwork with obhsrs
who have similar inkerests. Thie club miat in the
Haly Mosary Parish Hall on SL Olair Ave Wesl
AL The waell-altlendesd mesling. the cub elected
theiw gight person management feam, adopted
thesr name, and pul cut an insitation tor Charter
Membership Applicaticns, which will be socepbed
until Cetembar 108K, There was al=a time for wis-
iting and soclalizing at the meating. Foar further
informaticn, phease visd waw prabus.org or e-mail
probus forontofgmallcom

Event by Bruce Redsioneg

Proburs Memmarket Doecutive, supporters
Weabsile pone: peszdh

ol the new club

Linda arsd Kathy Prabijs District Dvector Rachard addrasses the maeting
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The City Center Mirror - January 2015

Jan 20, 2015

New Probus Club of Toronto offers retirees an
opportunity to get together

By |

L s g

Probus

Staff photo/JUSTIN SKINNER

Retirees get together Jan. 14 at Holy Rosary Church for a Probus event.
City Centre Mirror

By Justin Skinner

After finishing a lifetime of work, many retirees find their days difficult to fill.

A new club is looking to help bridge that gap by bringing retired business men and women together for social
events, presentations by guest speakers and more.

The Probus Club of Toronto offers monthly meetings with coffee and guest speakers, plus get-togethers and
outings between those meetings, giving seniors and the retired a chance to meet others with similar interests.

“We don’t have an age limit, but most everybody is 50-plus,” said club founder and president John Agnew. “It’s
largely a social club and it’s member-driven, so it’s not just me saying ‘do this, this and this.””

The club started in October 2014 and its first few monthly meetings saw membership jump from zero to 21 in
November and 49 in December. It marks the first Probus club in the midtown area, though there are some 233
of the clubs across Canada, including some in Toronto’s suburbs and the GTA.

“It was surprising to me that there wasn’t one in the area,” Agnew said. “But I thought ‘if there isn’t, I’ll just
start one and now here we are.””

The group meets from 10 a.m. to noon on the second Wednesday of every month at Holy Rosary Church, at 354
St. Clair Ave., near Bathurst Street.

The guest speakers at these meetings lead discussions on issues that pertain to the club’s base.
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http://www.insidetoronto.com/toronto-author/justin-skinner/54d31846-9175-4adf-9f8a-f160adff28ad

“In February, we’ll have a specialist in exercise and kinesiology for older adults who will give a talk on fall
protection,” said Probus Club of Toronto member Robert Horwitz, who is responsible for booking speakers.
“She’ll give a talk on fall protection, which is important when you consider it’s one of the leading indirect
causes of death in older people.”

Future speakers will include a humourist in May and — if possible — someone from the City of Toronto’s
planning department.

“A lot of us have lived here for 40 or 50 years, looking at the downtown area and wondering what’s going on,”
Horwitz said. “We base our speakers on what our members are interested in. It’s about having interesting topics
that are well-delivered.”

The Probus Club of Toronto also brings interested members together for specific activities, from walking and
swimming to theatre and jazz to travelling. Most importantly of all, however, it brings people together just to
meet and socialize.

“I have a number of friends who are involved in other Probus groups, but there wasn’t one right in the city,”
said member Patricia Elfer. “As soon as I heard there was one, I decided to join because it’s a great way to
socialize and get involved with fun activities with a good group of people.”

For more information about the Probus Club of Toronto, email probus.toronto@gmail.com
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Snapd North Toronto - March, 2015

HOW TO AVOID FALLS
AND PROTECT YOURSELF

Members of the PROBLIS Club of Toronto

The PROBUS Club of Toranto is 3 group of PEOessional BUSiness
fmen and women wha have redired fram their jobs o
want b maintain a secial network with ofhers who hawve siilar
interests. Last mnnfh at thelr mesling thoy presented apenker
Caroiyn Blundedl, who talked abaut How To Avoid Falls And Protect
fourself. Inspire of the cold winter weathar we were hawing at the
me, there was a good turnout for the meeting, mchuding many
QueEsls and potential new members. The chub meets on the second
Aedresday of each monith, from 8:00am to noan, in the Haly Rosary
Parish Hall, at 155 5t Clair fve. Eor luriheer informatian, please visit

EWLTOausorg

Evant by Brice Radeloas
Fahzife tode: perdfe

FROAUS members chalting during the Break

Dusness and

&Cting President Bobert and Bes

“Presented by PROBUS of Toronto"

Marifym and Kelly work af the SO/%3 Oraw Eable

Probus Toronto

Adele and Lynida Feda 58| up the cofipg
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The Town Crier - June, 2015
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Probus Club of Toronto

Social club for
retirees gets
charter, continues
to grow

SHAWN STAR
Tewen Crier

The Probus Club of Toromio,
based in mbdtowm, was offi-
cially recogmized as a club by
Probus International on May
13

Graham Christopher, pres-
ident af the Probus Clushe af

Probus Toronto

Mewmarket, presented Toran-
to  president John Agnew
with a certificate, making the
Taremte clabk affhicial.

Probus — a shoriemed
form of “professional busi
mesapeople” — is a social club
far retired profiessionals, with
various activities coordinaied
by clab members

Thie Produs Club of Toron-
ta, now oifficially Club #244.
is the enly club of s kimd
in Toromio. B mesis from 10
am. to noon on the secomd
Wednesday of each month in
the parish hall of Holy Rasary
Charch at 51 Clair Avenue
Weet and Bathirst Street.

The formation of the clab.,

began with efforis by Agnew,
wha darted crculating infos-
mation last summer. By the
end af the year the club was
nearing officialklom, having
exceeded its goal of 40 mem-
bers

The clob now has 65 mem-
bers, and is growing, sccord-
img to Apniew whio chuckled ot
the idea the club, mainly made
up of senlors, was technlcally
65-phas,

Apgnew  thanksd the
members for coming and
announced there was o be a
celebration with cake — plus
a lirtle more.

“And the coffee is free!” e

. said pocheers and baoghs, .
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Snapd North Toronto - October, 2015

THE PROBUS Club of Toronto welcomes PROfessional BUSiness men and women who have retired from
their jobs or business and want to maintain a social network with others who have similar interests. The club
meets on the second Wednesday of each month, from 10:00am to noon, in the Holy Rosary Parish Hall. Each
monthly meeting includes coffee and snacks. Last month their meeting featured Jude Manson, who spoke about
Navigating the Canadian Healthcare System. There was an excellent turnout for the meeting, with several new
members in attendance. For further information, please contact probus.toronto@gmail.com Photos by Bruce
Redstone

i

The new executive for PROBUS Toronto
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